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Keyport, New Jersey 
By Ann Dingman Watson 
 
Sitting on Raritan Bay right across from Staten Island, Keyport bustled with activity in the 

1870s. Goods from all over northern Monmouth county were shipped out of Keyport to New 

York City, supplying Manhattan markets with fresh vegetables, fruit, eggs, meat, and poultry, 

and in the winter, holiday greens and ice.1 Oystermen sent thousands of barrels of their catch to 

New York each season, and everyone in Keyport ate oysters because they were cheaper than 

meat, poultry, or fish.2 Although founded only fifty years before, the little town had become the 

busiest port in Monmouth County by the early 1880s.3 By 1875, Herman lived on one of the 

liveliest blocks in town: Lower Broad Street.4 

 

Broad Street, running perpendicular to the shore, carried traffic right down the hill to the 

steamboat docks. Teamsters hauling their loads to the docks had to come in via either First Street 

or Broad. Wagons loaded with produce rumbled down the hill, the big draft horses’ hooves 

thudding on the roadway as their drivers called to them. The steamers Minnie Cornell and Holmdel 

each made a trip to New York once a day, carrying farm produce, residents, businessmen, and 

visitors to and from the city.5 Their low, hollow whistles announced departures at ten in the 

morning and eight in the evening. Freehold and New York Railway trains stopped at the First 

Street and Broad Street Depots several times daily.6 The cries of gulls and shouts of oystermen at 

work drifted up from the docks, and briny salt air mingled with the pungent odors of horse 

manure and beer. 
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